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1l The explosives factory st Velvety, knowu as VoJensky Objekt Velvety (Militery
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Ingtallation, Velvetly), wes bullt during World Wer II and was out of operatlon
from the end of the war until 1949, Production started egain in 1949, but until
spring 1953 the factory worked on & limited soale only. Then a large labor
recruitment drive began, offering very ettractive conditions to prospective
employees,

The factory bulldinge ere located northwest of Velvety. A former sugar factory
east of the railroad junction alsoc belongs to the fantory. The northern. boundery
of the factory ares ls formed by the Junction of the Teplice~Ustl nad Labem-
Lovosice and the Teplice.Ustil ned Labem~Bilina railroed lines. The Teplice~
Lovosice highway runs along the western boundary., North of the factory 1ls the
dlstrliet road, whlch continues along the eagtern side of the factory to the toun
ot' Velvety, L
A railroad stop whlch serves only the exploeives factory is loca,ued on the line
to Lovosice, to the west of the factory. It is called U Parinmy,.

The production hells of the factory are underground. On the surface are the
bulldings of the old sugar factory, whlch are used partly =s administrative
bulldings and partly for storage. All these are of briok, painted green. There
are also e mumber of wooden huts, :

The main entrence to tho fectory ie at the rallrced junotion, 4 spur track léads
to the factory, The factory ares extends some 800 meters along the road toward
Lovosice, but the underground hells probably ‘osoupy & much lerger area.

There are sbout 600 employees, and epert fram \;:»he teghnleal staff most of these
employees are women., After a few months in the plant, the ocmplexlons of the
women turn pale and thelr llps get & blulsh colors The technical staff consists
of Army personnel,
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In April 1953, a large recrultment drive for the Velvety factory was opened in
Teplico and the nelghboring area. High wages were promised and the drive was
quite suceessful. Those accepted were chiefly young women, and the labor
sxchange first sent them for a medical examination. The most important part

of the examination was a blood test, and those who had a red-blood-corpuscle
eount of less than five million were rejected, The recrultment drive continued
through the summer of 1953,

On the eastern side of the plant, along the road to Lovosice, & triple pipeline
has been lald. It 1s partly underground and uses metal pipe one-half meter in
diemoter, It goes underground at elevation 292 in a wooded area located south
of the factory, near the village of Hradiste.

In the viclnity of elevation 292, in the woods, ventilation outlets of the under-
ground halls can be observed. The woods are unguarded and the public can enter

__them unchallenged,

SECRET

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2009/12/08 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004100150002-8

25X1

25X1



